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What is the Phi Beta Kappa Scholarship Program?

Phi Beta Kappa is America’s oldest and most prestigious 
honor society, founded in 1776 and currently active in 
over 280 colleges.  Membership in the Society honors 
excellence in the arts and sciences.  In 1998, the Phi 
Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin was 
established and currently includes over 150 members.   
A scholarship program was inaugurated in the first year 
to honor worthy Austin area students.  Currently there 
are three types of scholarships:  1) those to honor high 
school seniors about to enter college; 2) those to honor 
older students excelling in college; and 3) one endowed 
scholarship, the Cordelia McWilliams Gilbert Memorial 
Scholarship, to honor a University of Texas honors 
program student writing a senior thesis.  Scholarships 
are funded by membership dues and donations as well 
as donations from individuals, corporations and trusts.  
One hundred percent of donations for scholarships 
go to the scholarships; none is used for administrative 
charges as the organization has no office and a volunteer 
scholarship committee handles all the processes and 
applications.  Scholarship funds are sent directly to 
the college the student is attending, ensuring that all 
money is used for tuition and fees.  

http://static.tumblr.com/
T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  t e x a s  at  a u s t i n

The Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Great Austin

Fall 2012 General Meeting
The Association’s Fall General Meeting was held on November 
11, 2912 at the Trouble Puppet Theater for their production of 
“Toil and Trouble” an adaptation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth for the 
puppet theater.  Our host was producing partner Kathryn Rogers, 
fellow PBK and member of the PBK Alumni Association of Greater 
Austin.   The opening reception was followed by a short business 
meeting and the performance.   

Spring 2013 General Meeting
We are in contact with KUT about holding our spring general 
meeting at the station.  We have talked with them about touring 
their new facility and meeting members of the staff.   Watch your 
email and look for the spring newsletter for information about 
the date and time. .



Page 2          PBK AAGA Newsletter          Fall 2012

2012 Spring Scholarship Awards
Phi Beta Kappa 2012 Scholarship Recipients
by Cassandra L. Brecht
 

This Spring, the Scholarship Selection Committee of the PBK Alumni Association had the amazingly dif-
ficult task of choosing this year’s recipients from many stellar candidates who applied. Once the process 
was complete, however, we were very happy with the three chosen. The high school candidates were 
particularly poignant - as many were from first and second generation immigrant families, proud to be 
American, yet struggling with integrating a private life steeped in traditional culture with their public 
life, shaped by American ideals and ambitions.

The top high school candidate and recipient of the PBK Alumni Association 
Scholarship, Varun Bhatnagar, exemplifies such a cultural challenge, brilliant-
ly met. Varun saw an opportunity to teach others about his cultural back-
ground when he organized the fundraising event, AustIndia in 2010. During 
the event, Varun interacted with others of the South Asian community in 
Austin, and he says that through this experience, “I knew I [had] contributed 
my own background to the American cultural mosaic.” This experience also 

helped to solidify his goal of majoring in International Studies, which he 
now pursues at the University of Texas at Austin.

Alyssa Ruiz, the PBK recipient of the Suzanne Ahn, M.D. Memorial 
Scholarship, had different challenges to overcome, yet she is well on her 
way to doing so admirably. Alyssa’s childhood speaking impediment has 
led her to explore new and exciting paths within mechanical engineer-
ing that involve human tissue and vocal cords; these paths of inquiry 
will help her unravel where such biological areas can go wrong, and 
thus, how they may be fixed so that one’s speech is always clear. Many 
the world over stand to benefit from Alyssa’s dedication to pursuing this 
path.

The final recipient, Tamara Clopton, who was so deservedly awarded the 
Philip F. Patman Memorial Scholarship, is living proof of the power of 
second chances to shape one’s life. When returning to college after more 
than 20 years away, Tamara successfully lobbied for and helped to change 
St. Edward’s university policy. This policy change allows for the Fresh Start 
Program, which is designed to ease the return of more mature college 
students. Many young people have suffered an unsuccessful first attempt 
at college because of unforeseen life events. Tamara’s case has helped to 
ensure that other deserving older students need not fear returning to make 
good on earlier dreams, wiser from their experiences. Tamara now pursues 
a degree in Human Services, whence she hopes to help others in their times 
of need.

Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association feels truly honored to play a part in the budding careers of these 
worthy students. Our best wishes go out to their families as they move forward in pursuit of their goals.
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Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin Scholarship Endowed Fund
by Suzon Kemp

In 2001 Dr. Alice White opened the Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin Scholarship Endowed Fund 
through the Austin Community Foundation with a $4,500 donation.
 
The Austin Community Foundation was created in 1977 with a $30,000 gift from Fanny Gray Leo and has grown over 
the past 35 years to more than $110 million in assets. Today they manage almost 1,000 funds for individual donors. With 
services ranging from strategic philanthropic consultation to asset management and allocation, ACF multiplies the power 
of charitable gifts by providing opportunities for growth, connection and perpetual investment in theAustin way of life. 
The Austin Community Foundation meets National Standards for operational quality, donor service and accountability in 
the community foundation sector. The National Standards Certification indicates official confirmation from the Council on 
Foundations that have met the most rigorous standards in philanthropy and it affirms their commitment to financial secu-
rity, transparency and accountability. More than $675,000 of scholarship money was given to 413 college bound students 
this year from scholarship funds at ACF.
These students are attending over 45 different colleges including Texas, California, Alabama, New York, Louisiana, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Pennsylvania and Taiwan.
 
An endowed fund is designed to preserve the gift in 
perpetuity, so only the Available to Grant amount can be 
used for distribution. Determination of amount Available 
to Grant for Endowed Funds is based upon the spending 
policy of the Foundation as established by the Board of 
Governors from time to time. The current spending policy 
is that a maximum of up to 5% of the 20 quarter average 
of the Endowment is available for distribution annually. 
If for any reason, the Available to Grant amount is not 
distributed in a single year, any remaining balance will 
continue to be available for distribution, plus the an-
nual calculation of the amount Available to Grant will be 
added to such remaining balance. This will prevent deple-
tion of funds and provides a funding resource to distrib-
ute annually.
 
Because of additional contributions and investments, 
the Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin 
Scholarship Endowed Fund has a balance of $30,943.96 
and has accumulated $12,050 in available funds - $16,375 
is endowed. Based on the current spending policy and 
with an endowed balance of $16,375 the Phi Beta Kappa 
Alumni Association of Greater Austin Scholarship is esti-
mated to generate approximately $750 to distribute each 
year.
 
Contributions can be made online to the scholarship 
fund through the ACF website www.austincf.org or by 
check sent to the ACF office. Donations can be earmarked 
for endowment or Available to Grant. Amy Allen is the 
ACF Scholarship Director. She is available to meet with 
PBKAAGA to share scholarship policies & procedures that 
the ACF has in place to comply with IRS requirements as 
well as share ideas and information about other scholar-
ship funds that may be helpful.  In addition, donations 
may also be made directly to Phi Beta Kappa’s scholarship 
fund at P. O. Box 5366, Austin, Texas 78763-5366.
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Triennial Council Report

The forty-third Triennial Council of the Phi Beta Kappa Society 
convened August 2-4, 2012 in Palm Beach, Florida. Joyce Pulich, 
Secretary of the Greater Austin Alumni Association Board of 
Directors, attended as a voting delegate. Forty associations (out of 
59 chartered) and 260 chapters (out of 280 chartered) were rep-
resented. Joyce attended the South Central District meeting and 
agreed to be secretary for the district until next Triennial Council in 
Denver.

Joyce reported that there were several opportunities to network 
with other associations and share best practices.  The Chicago 
Area Association won the large association award.  The Chicago 
Association attracts members through its website and face book 
page and uses pay pal for online dues and donations. The associa-
tion sponsors numerous activities to engage members such as hap-
py hours, a book club, theater parties, coffee dates, bridge lessons, 
salon discussion groups, and an annual scholarship award dinner 
that also honors a high profile association member.  The West Texas 
New Mexico Association with less than 50 members won the small 
association award. Despite its small membership and large geo-
graphic area, the association has been successful in getting grants 
and building an endowment through generous donors. 

The delegates approved three new chapters: Creighton University, 
George Mason University, and Oklahoma State University. 
Catherine Jaffe and other Texas State University faculty members 
are applying for a chapter membership. The group is also interested 
in starting a Hill Country Alumni Association. 

Joyce expressed appreciation to the board for asking her to repre-
sent the Austin area association. She hopes our local association 
will be able to implement some of the other associations’ practices.



Jacques Barzun, Frequent Contributor 
to the American Scholar
by Pam Autrey

The following is taken from an article titled “Jacques 
Barzun: An Appreciation,” by Joseph Epstein, in the 
Wall Street Journal, October 27-28, 2012, on the oc-
casion of the recent death of Dr. Barzun at the age of 
104.  Joseph Epstein edited The American Scholar, the 
magazine published by Phi Beta Kappa.  Dr. Barzun 
was on the editorial board and a frequent contributor 
to The American Scholar during Mr. Epstein’s tenure 
as editor.

“He [Dr. Barzun] seemed to embody the best of the 
magazine in its intellectual aspirations and cultural 
standard…   He was born in France…came to this 
country at age 13, had thoroughly Americanized 
himself…[and] was cosmopolitan in an elegant way 
that intellectuals rarely are… He wrote in a flawless 
and magisterial manner on a vase array of subjects:  
Darwin, Marx., Wagner, Berlioz, William James, French 
verse, English prose composition, university teach-
ing, detective fiction, the state of intellectual life, and 
finally, published when he was 93, his magnum opus, 
“From Dawn to Decadence:  500 Years of Western 
Cultural Life, 1500 to the Present.”

Although Jacque Barzun’s professional life was lived 
almost entirely at Columbia University – where he was 
himself a student from undergraduate days through 
acquiring his Ph.D., and where he later served as pro-
vost and university professor – he never seemed en-
tirely, or even chiefly, an academic.  There was noth-
ing academic about his prose, his person, his point of 
view.  He and Lionel Trilling, with whom he taught the 
great-books course at Columbia, always seemed para-
academics.  Theirs was the metropolitan spirit, urban 
and urbane, suave and sophisticated in the best 
senses of those words.  Jacque was for many years a 
literary adviser to the firm of Charles Scribner’s Sons.” 
(The Wall Street Journal, October 27, 2012)

Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Officers

Thomas E. Cedel
President

Don Flournoy
1st Vice-President

Candace Hunter
2nd Vice-President

Suzon Kemp
Treasurer

Joyce Pulich
Secretary

Members

Pam Autrey
Diana Dopson

            Noble Doss
Carol Martin

Thomas G. Mason
Joe T. Powell

Elizabeth Richmond-Garza
Ann Schwartz

Beverly Shivers
David Sosa

Ex officio

Kathryn Rogers
Past President

     

Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Assocation

Email Address: 
uhc@uts.cc.utexas.edu

Please visit our website:
http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/pbk/alumni

Why Support PBK?
by Tom Cedel
President, PBK AAGA
The  Alumni Association has developed a comprehensive 
scholarship program that provides financial support to 
exceptional students in traditional and non-traditional 
undergraduate programs.   The purpose of the program 
is to support the ideals of Phi Beta Kappa, “Love of 
wisdom, the guide of life” by recognizing and assisting 
students who already have demonstrated academic 
excellence.  The program includes students from all the 
public high schools in Austin and from the public and 
private higher education institutions in Austin.   Please 
consider donating to this program.  The Association has 
a process in place to successfully manage the process 
and overhead costs are very low. The students who have 
received our support have been amazing!!!! 


